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STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® 2010 Individual and Team Championships Decided
New Zealanders display feats of athletic prowess over two days
Last weekend, some 15,000 spectators experienced the 2010 STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® World Championship in St. Johann in Tirol live – both at the venue on the mountain railway and in the main square in the city center. Among other things, the award ceremony for Jason Wynyard was held here on Saturday evening. The New Zealander came out on top in a field of sixteen competitive lumberjacks in the – unfortunately sometimes rainy – individual competition to capture his third victory after wins in 2006 and 2009. The competition for the world championship title turned into a neck-and-neck race between Wynyard, Germany’s Robert Ebner and Martin Komarek of the Czech Republic, with the later two finishing in second and third place respectively. Despite first- and second-place finishes in four of six disciplines, Wynyard’s success did not become certain until the final heat of the hot saw discipline. Among other things, a spot of bad luck in the underhand chop discipline cost him valuable tenths of a second. After the competition, the newly crowned winner seemed relieved by his renewed success: “This was a wild competition and a tough day for me. During the underhand chop, the handle of my ax broke when I tried to pull it out of the wood. But I finished well in the end thanks to a decent performance in the hot saw.” Robert Ebner (Germany) – who took third place in last year's world championship – and Martin Komarek (Czech Republic) finished the tournament in second and third place respectively. Komarek even set a new national record with a time of 6.26 seconds in the hot saw discipline. All together, the competition witnessed the breaking of four national records as well as the world record in the springboard discipline. Rich Hallett, a referee from the USA, summed up the competition positively: “It was a very closely matched, extremely exciting competition, closer than ever before. The Europeans have done a lot of catching up and are every bit the equal of the overseas competitors, and that is really great, because it makes the competitions that much more exciting.”
On Sunday, another crowd of nearly 6,000 fans came to the – this time sunny – venue for the team competition, which was the first one held at a world championship. The spectators experienced an exciting team competition with more than 100 athletes, national teams from eighteen countries and a rookie team. Four athletes per team were entered; the teams competed against one another two at a time onstage. The squads in the team event vied in saw disciplines STIHL stock saw and single buck as well as the ax disciplines underhand chop and standing block chop. The New Zealanders prevailed as the best team. They demonstrated coolness of nerve and turned in times of all together less than one minute for all four disciplines; the four athletes managed the final round in 50.77 seconds. Thus they took first place in an exciting showdown with the USA, which won the silver medal. The team from Switzerland finished third. The German team lost to Canada in the quarter-finals and finished in fifth place. 
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