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Essential facts and terms

The ABCs of the STIHL®TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES

What is the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES
The STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES is an international series of competitions in lumberjack sports. It originated in Canada, the USA and New Zealand. In order to determine the best of their profession, lumberjacks there held local competitions in lumberjacking. Over time, these tests of strength and skill evolved into professional competitions at a high athletic level. In 1985, STIHL Inc. USA, in cooperation with the sports channel ESPN, instituted the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES as a championship series in the USA; in Europe, it is now embarking on its tenth season in 2010. Professional standards were developed and the athletes were actively promoted in pursuing their sport. In the meantime, the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES has established itself as the major leagues of lumberjack sports. Competitions are held at the national and international level. The high point of the season are the annual World Championships. 

The Disciplines: Standing Block Chop

The standing block chop simulates the felling of a tree. The objective is to chop as quickly as possible, from the side, through a wooden block with a diameter of 30 centimeters that is anchored vertically in a metal holder (stand). Precise delivery of the axe blows and a powerful swing are decisive for quick success in the standing block chop. Top European times in this discipline are around 20 seconds.

Underhand Chop

As when chopping up a tree that has already been felled, in the underhand chop, the objective is use the axe to chop through, from both sides, a 33-centimeter thick




trunk that rests on a horizontally anchored block. Severing the trunk from just one side leads to disqualification in this discipline. The best European times in the underhand chop are under 20 seconds.

Springboard

In this discipline, the athlete positions two steps (springboards) in a vertically anchored tree trunk (log). The objective is to chop through a 27-centimeter diameter wood block mounted on the top of the log. Originally, this technique helped loggers in North America to climb above the roots, which were sometimes meters high. Their springboards enabled them to reach higher parts of the tree trunk, which were easier to sever than the especially solid roots at the base. At the referee’s start signal, the athlete first chops a pocket, which is approx. ten centimeters deep, in the log at shoulder height. He pushes the end of the first springboard into this pocket. Next, the athlete climbs onto the board and, from this position, chops a second pocket in the log. From the second springboard, at a height of around two meters, he begins to chop through the block that is mounted on top of the log. In this case, too, he must chop through the wood from two sides. Otherwise the athlete will be disqualified. The springboard is called the elite discipline because it depends not only on precise technique and power, but also balance and dexterity.

Single Buck

The athletes use a single man cross cut saw that is around two meters long to cut a wooden disc (cookie) from a horizontally mounted block with a diameter of 46 centimeters. The competitor’s rhythm and dynamism are decisive in this discipline. The saw may be sprayed with an oil mixture to make it glide more smoothly. Additionally, a helper may drive a wedge between the cookie and the wooden block.


STIHL Stock Saw

In this discipline, all participants use the MS 660, an ordinary STIHL chain saw. After a warm-up phase, the saw is put down and, after the start signal, quickly guided to the wooden block. The competitors use first an upward and then a downward cut to saw two cookies from the horizontally mounted log, which measures 40 centimeters in diameter. The cookies must comply with a predefined thickness, otherwise the participant will be disqualified in this discipline.

Hot Saw

In the hot saw discipline, competitors use extremely high-performance, tuned chain saws to cut three cookies of a predefined thickness from horizontally anchored wooden block with a diameter of 46 centimeters as quickly as possible. The challenge of this discipline is controlling the concentrated power of a chain saw with more 60 HP. With a chain speed of 240 km/h and a weight of 27 kilograms, these machines demand a lot of the competitor. The best European times in the hot saw discipline are under six seconds.

Equipment: Wood

In Europe, it is primarily poplar that is used in the competitions of the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES, and only occasionally white pine, as is the practice overseas. Wood is selected in advance according to specific criteria such as location and growth. In order to ensure identical starting conditions for all competitors, all blocks used in a given competition are from the same woodlands and are trimmed to the appropriate diameter beforehand. The wood is sealed in plastic and stored at constant temperatures so that its humidity remains constant throughout the season. This is necessary because wood can only be felled in winter. After the events, the quickly renewable competition wood is processed into pellets, paper or press board.


Stands
Stands are metal holders in which the wooden blocks that are to be severed are firmly anchored so that they do not slide around during competition. There is an appropriate stand for each discipline. The stands are subject to stringent standardisation regulations and are checked worldwide by the referees for stability and compliance with standards prior to every competition.

Cookies

The wooden discs that are sawed off of the log in the STIHL stock saw, single buck, and hot saw disciplines are called cookies. The cookies must each have a defined thickness and, above all, must be in one piece. Otherwise the athlete faces disqualification in the respective discipline. Cookies are the most highly coveted souvenirs at the competitions.

Sporting Equipment: Axe 

The axes, which consist of special steel, are hand-ground and razor-sharp. They weigh around 2.5 to 3 kilograms and are approx. 80 centimeters long. These axes are specially made for competition and unsuitable for use in woods and gardens. An individual competition axe costs between 300 and 400 Euro. 

Single Man Cross Cut Saw 

The approx. two-meter long saws used for the single buck discipline are custom-made in the USA, Canada or New Zealand. The metal is cut to shape using a laser; the ten-centimeter long teeth are sharpened by hand. The saw weighs around five kilograms; saws of this kind are typically priced at a minimum of 1, 500 Euro. Their length of two meters or more makes them suitable only for competition. 
Stock Saw

The STIHL MS 660 is a stock chain saw. With 7.1 HP and a displacement of 91.6 cubic centimeters, it weighs well over 7.3 kilograms.

Hot Saw

These tuned chain saws usually have a one-cylinder, two-stroke engine with more than 60 HP.  These come, for example, from a snowmobile or a high-performance motorcycle. These customized saws are used only for competition because it takes an enormous amount of strength to hold them steady. They typically weigh approx. 27 kilograms and have a chain speed of around 240 km/h. A hot saw costs at least 5,000 Euro.

Safety

Only trained athletes compete against one another at the competitions in the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES. Only athletes who have demonstrated faultless technical mastery of all disciplines are eligible to compete. They are trained and encouraged in numerous training camps. Moreover, the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES is governed by an internationally uniform set of rules. In the chain saw disciplines, leg protection with cut-retardant pads as well as face and hearing protection is mandatory. Leg protection can prevent injury if the saw slips. The long, high-strength special fibers in the cut-retardant pads block the saw chain when the outermost layer of material is cut; in this way it comes to an immediate standstill. To protect their feet and lower legs, the athletes wear steel overboots or, alternatively, iron mesh stockings during the axe disciplines.

Athletes

In Europe, there are currently some 500 athletes who are active in the competitions of the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES. Many of the European athletes also 
have to do with the topic “wood” in their main profession. Overseas, some athletes pursue the sport professionally.
For additional information and current pictures, please see
www.stihl.com/timbersports
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