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Waiblingen, 22 September 2014 

 

 

STIHL saw chain facility in Wil celebrates 40th anniversary  
 
The STIHL saw chain production facility in Wil, Switzerland, celebrated its 40th anniver-

sary on September 19, 2014 with representatives from public life. The factory in the 

canton of St. Gallen has been producing saw chains since 1974 and now exports to 160 

countries. In his address before 180 guests, STIHL advisory board chairman Dr. Nikolas 

Stihl underscored the importance of the facility to the Group: “The chain production plant 

is of immense strategic significance for STIHL; now as ever, we are the only chain saw 

manufacturer to produce not only our own power units but also our own guide bars and 

saw chains. That gives us a substantial competitive advantage.“ He thanked the town of 

Wil and the canton of St. Gallen for their good cooperation and said STIHL would remain 

a reliable partner in the future, too. 

 

The executive board chairman of the STIHL Group, Dr. Bertram Kandziora, pointed out 

that an ever growing number of customers choose STIHL saw chains – even users of 

other chain saw brands. Constantly rising production numbers have resulted in steady 

investments in expansion: “Our two chain production plants now have a combined floor 

area of almost 65,000 square meters.” 

 

The general manager of the chain facility, Joachim Zappe, thanked the STIHL partners 

for their unreserved support of the location over the past forty years and the very close 

cooperation. 

 

Heidi Hanselmann, president of the canton of St. Gallen, paid tribute to the accomplish-

ment chain production plant: “You started your company with a staff of six and two ma-

chines. Today, STIHL is one of the largest and most important private-sector employers 

in the canton of St. Gallen.“ As a sign of the company’s close ties with the district, Dr. 

Nikolas Stihl presented a cheque to the Hof zu Wil foundation. The SFR 40,000 donation 
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goes towards preservation of the town’s landmark: the historic building of the Hof zu Wil 

is being restored. Susanne Hartmann, Wil’s mayor and president of the Hof zu Wil foun-

dation emphasised the close relations between the town and the company: “Having the 

company’s domicile in Wil underscores the significance of the town as a many-faceted 

and dynamic business location. In this spirit, each and every one of the countless high-

quality STIHL chains shipped from here all over the world carries a little bit of Wil in it.“  

 

In its 40-year history the chain production plant has grown from a six-man business to a 

company in two locations which now employ about 900 men and women. The second 

production plant was opened in 2008 in Bronschhofen, not far from Wil and also in the 

canton of St. Gallen. The staff from both locations has already celebrated the anniver-

sary at a gala on 30th August 2014 with more than 1,000 guests. 

 

STIHL is Germany’s most attractive employer in the consumer durables sector. This was 
confirmed in the “Germany’s Best Employer” survey performed by the Focus news maga-
zine. STIHL came 37th in the overall ranking and was ranked number two in the engineer-
ing industry. STIHL is heavily committed to supporting young staff during their training and 
also in universities. The opportunity to be creative and having the freedom to develop 
one’s own ideas are typical hallmarks of careers at STIHL. 

 
 

 

Company Portrait 
The STIHL Group develops, manufactures and distributes power tools for professional forestry and agri-
culture as well as for garden and landscape maintenance, the construction sector and the demanding 
private user. The range of garden power tools from VIKING complements the product line. Products are 
distributed exclusively through authorized dealers, including 34 marketing subsidiaries, about 120 import-
ers and more than 40,000 dealers in over 160 countries. STIHL has been the world’s top-selling chain 
saw brand since 1971. The company was founded in 1926 and is based in Waiblingen near Stuttgart. In 
2013, STIHL achieved a worldwide sales volume of 2.81 billion euros with a workforce of 13,844. 

 

This press release and pictures are available for downloading from the STIHL website 

at http://www.stihl.de/tages-wirtschaftspresse.aspx 
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Your contact for daily and business press: 
 
ANDREAS STIHL AG & Co. KG 
Dr. Stefan Caspari 
Head of Corporate Communications and Public Relations 
Badstrasse 115 / 71336 Waiblingen 
Phone: +49 - (0) 7151/26-1402 
Fax.: +49 - (0) 7151/26-81402 
E-Mail: stefan.caspari@stihl.de 
 


